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The detection of the ‘Bereitschaftspotential’ by Kornhuber and
Deecke stimulated the re-integration of intention and free will
into cognitive science. Following research in cognitive neuro-
science indicated determinism instead of free will and promoted
the reconsideration of philosophical conceptions of mind and
brain. With this contribution to the ‘Memorial-Symposium
Professor Hans Helmut Kornhuber’ we give an outline of the
reception of the ‘Bereitschaftspotential’ and the following neu-
roscientific interpretations of the free will problem. These are
contrasted with philosophical conceptions of freedom and with
corresponding methodological questions. Finally, a compati-
bilistic model of freedom is presented. 
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